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A Slice of Local History

Wayne Perschbacher of Stratford checks out a Brooks steam car, manufactured here in the 1920s,
at the Stratford Optimist Classic Car Show along Lakeside Drive on Sunday. The car was recently
purchased by the Perth County Historical Foundation and Sunday was the first time it has been on

display. A fundraising campaign is under way to help cover the cost of purchasing the car. It will also

be on display at tomorrow’s Railway Heritage Day event. Tor: SuTToN




Finally, made-in-Stratford

steam car returns
| _

BY BRIAN SHYPULA
STAFF REFORTER

A made-in-Straiford 1926 Brooks steam car is
finally back home,

After weels of waiting, volunteers made a care-
ful, unheralded trip from the Orillia area yester-
day, trailering the vintage black sedan as they
_ stuck to back roads out of the way of traffic.

“They were all very enthusiastic about bringing
this fantastic machine home,” said lan Taylor of
the Perth County Historical Foundation, who
organized the retrieval and recruited three car
enthusiasts to help.

Paul Malec, the wheel man, said he wasn't ner-
vous despite the precious cargo.

“T'm more careful with other people’s stuff than
mine,” he quipped.

Gary Sinclair was grateful there were four strong
backs at the Orillia end to help push the 1,700-
kilogram car onto the trailer.

“It took eight of us to push it through the gravel,”
he said.

Bill Faulhafer said it's good to get the car back to
where it belongs.

The non-profit historical foundation bought the
rare piece of Stratford's manufacturing history for
£45,000 from the Orillia Heritage Centre, which
originally acquired the car becanse its unique
leatherette body was made in Orillia but deemed
the antigue surplus last year.

Only a handful of the 170 to 180 steam cars
made in Stratford by the Brooks Steam Motors Co.
still exist.
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to its roots

: an Herald
With lan Taylor of the Perth County Historical Foundation at the wheel, a 1926 steam, car made in Stratford by the
Brooks Steam Motors Co., is unloaded at Robica Forman Tank in St. Marys after being hauled by trailer from the

~ Orillia area. At the bumper is volunteer Paul Malec, while Gary Sinclair, right, and Bob Nothof look on.







